
(3) The medical doctor has knowledge that the delegatee has education,
training, experience and continued competency to safely perform the medical
service being delegated.

(4) The medical doctor has determined that the delegation to a health care
practitioner or technician does not create an undue risk to the particular patient
being treated.

(5) The nature of the service and the delegation of the service has been
explained to the patient and the patient does not object to the performance by
the health care practitioner or technician. Unless otherwise required by law, the
explanation may be oral and may be given by the physician or the physician’s
designee.

(6) The medical doctor assumes the responsibility for the delegated medi-
cal service, including the performance of the service, and is available to the
delegatee as appropriate to the difficulty of the procedure, the skill of the del-
egatee and risk level to the particular patient.
(b) A medical doctor may not delegate the performance of a medical service

if performance of the medical service or if recognition of the complications or
risks associated with the delegated medical service requires knowledge and skill
not ordinarily possessed by nonphysicians.

(c) A medical doctor may not delegate a medical service which the medical
doctor is not trained, qualified and competent to perform.

(d) A medical doctor is responsible for the medical services delegated to the
health care practitioner or technician.

(e) A medical doctor may approve a standing protocol delegating medical
acts to another health care practitioner who encounters a medical emergency that
requires medical services for stabilization until the medical doctor or emergency
medical services personnel are available to attend to the patient.

(f) This section does not prohibit a health care practitioner who is licensed
or certified by a Commonwealth agency from practicing within the scope of that
license or certificate or as otherwise authorized by law. For example, this section
is not intended to restrict the practice of certified registered nurse anesthetists,
nurse midwives, certified registered nurse practitioners, physician assistants, or
other individuals practicing under the authority of specific statutes or regulations.
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Authority

The provisions of this Subchapter H issued under section 51.1 of the Medical Malpractice Act of
1985 (63 P. S. § 422.51a(d)), unless otherwise noted.

Source

The provisions of this Subchapter H adopted July 13, 2007, effective July 14, 2007, 37 Pa.B. 3230,
unless otherwise noted.

§ 18.501. Purpose.
This subchapter implements section 51.1 of the act (63 P. S. § 422.51a) to pro-

vide for the certification and practice standards of athletic trainers.

§ 18.502. Definitions.
The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the follow-

ing meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
Approved athletic training education programs—An athletic training educa-

tion program that is accredited by a Board-approved Nationally recognized
accrediting agency.

Athletic training services—The management and provision of care of injuries
to a physically active person, with the direction of a licensed physician.

(i) The term includes the rendering of emergency care, development of
injury prevention programs and providing appropriate preventative and sup-
portive devices for the physically active person.

(ii) The term also includes the assessment, management, treatment,
rehabilitation and reconditioning of the physically active person whose con-
ditions are within the professional preparation and education of a certified
athletic trainer.

(iii) The term also includes the use of modalities such as: mechanical
stimulation, heat, cold, light, air, water, electricity, sound, massage and the
use of therapeutic exercise, reconditioning exercise and fitness programs.

(iv) The term does not include surgery, invasive procedures or prescrip-
tion of any medication or controlled substance.
BOC—The Board of Certification, Inc., a National credentialing organization

for athletic trainers.
Certified athletic trainer—A person who is certified to perform athletic train-

ing services by the Board or by the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine.
Direction—Supervision over the actions of a certified athletic trainer by

means of referral by prescription to treat conditions for a physically active per-
son from a licensed physician, dentist or podiatrist or written protocol approved
by a supervising physician, except that the physical presence of the supervising
physician, dentist or podiatrist is not required if the supervising physician, den-
tist or podiatrist is readily available for consultation by direct communication,
radio, telephone, facsimile, telecommunications or by other electronic means.

Physically active person—An individual who participates in organized, indi-
vidual or team sports, athletic games or recreational sports activities.
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Referral—An order from a licensed physician, dentist or podiatrist to a cer-
tified athletic trainer for athletic training services. An order may be written or
oral, except that an oral order must be reduced to writing within 72 hours of
issuance.

Standing written prescription—A portion of the written protocol or a sepa-
rate document from a supervising physician, which includes an order to treat
approved individuals in accordance with the protocol.

Written protocol—A written agreement or other document developed in con-
junction with one or more supervising physicians, which identifies and is
signed by the supervising physician and the certified athletic trainer, and
describes the manner and frequency in which the certified athletic trainer regu-
larly communicates with the supervising physician and includes standard oper-
ating procedures, developed in agreement with the supervising physician and
certified athletic trainer, that the certified athletic trainer follows when not
directly supervised onsite by the supervising physician.

§ 18.503. Certification requirement.
(a) A person may not use the title ‘‘athletic trainer’’ or ‘‘certified athletic

trainer’’ or use any abbreviation including ‘‘A.T.,’’ ‘‘A.T.C.’’ or ‘‘C.A.T.’’ or any
similar designation to indicate that the person is an athletic trainer unless that
person has been certified by the Board.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person may not per-
form the duties of an athletic trainer unless that person is certified by the Board.
This provision is not intended to prevent the following:

(1) A person trained and licensed or certified under any other law from
engaging in the licensed or certified practice in which the person is trained.

(2) An athletic trainer from another state, province, territory or the District
of Columbia, who is employed by an athletic team or organization that is com-
peting in this Commonwealth only on a visiting basis, from providing athletic
training services, provided the practice of the athletic trainer is limited to the
members of the team or organization.

(3) An athletic training student practicing athletic training that is coinci-
dental to required clinical education and is within the scope of the student’s
education and training.
(c) Former athletic training certificateholders certified under the Physical

Therapy Practice Act (63 P. S. §§ 1301—1313) prior to July 14, 2007, are
deemed certified by the Board.

(d) Athletic training certificateholders certified by the State Board of Osteo-
pathic Medicine are deemed certified by the Board.

§ 18.504. Application for certification.
(a) The applicant shall submit the following on forms supplied by the Board:

(1) A completed application and the fee set forth in § 16.13 (relating to
licensure, certification, examination and registration fees).

(2) Verification of professional education in athletic training in accordance
with § 18.505 (relating to educational requirements).
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(3) Documentation of passage of the National examination in accordance
with § 18.506 (relating to examination requirement).

(4) Documentation of practice as an athletic trainer, if licensed or certified
in another jurisdiction, and verification as to whether there has been disciplin-
ary action taken in that jurisdiction.
(b) To qualify for certification, an applicant shall be at least 20 years of age

and may not be addicted to alcohol or hallucinogenic, narcotic or other drugs
which tend to impair judgment or coordination.

§ 18.505. Educational requirements.
An applicant for certification shall comply with one of the following:

(1) Be a graduate of an approved athletic training education program.
(2) Hold and maintain current credentialing as a certified athletic trainer

(ATC) from the BOC or another credentialing body approved by the Board.

Cross References
This section cited in 49 Pa. Code § 18.504 (relating to application for certification).

§ 18.506. Examination requirement.
An applicant for a certificate to practice as a certified athletic trainer shall sub-

mit to the Board written evidence that the applicant has passed the BOC certifi-
cation examination for athletic trainers, or its equivalent as determined by the
Board.

Cross References
This section cited in 49 Pa. Code § 18.504 (relating to application for certification).

§ 18.507. Temporary certification.
An applicant who is a graduate of an approved athletic training education pro-

gram and who has applied to take the certification examination may be granted a
temporary certificate to practice athletic training under the onsite direct supervi-
sion of a certified athletic trainer. The temporary certification expires 1 year from
issuance or upon certification as an athletic trainer by the Board, whichever
comes first, and may not be renewed.

§ 18.508. Renewal of certification.
(a) A certification issued under this subchapter expires on December 31 of

every even-numbered year unless renewed for the next biennium.
(b) Biennial renewal forms and other forms and literature to be distributed by

the Board will be forwarded to the last mailing address given to the Board.
(c) To retain the right to engage in practice, the certificateholder shall renew

certification in the manner prescribed by the Board and pay the required fee prior
to the expiration of the next biennium.

(d) When a certification is renewed after December 31 of an even numbered
year, a penalty fee of $5 for each month or part of a month of practice beyond
the renewal date will be charged in addition to the renewal fee as set forth in sec-
tion 225 of the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs Fee Act (63 P. S.
§ 1401-225).
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(e) As a condition of renewal, a certificateholder shall comply with the con-
tinuing education requirements in § 18.511 (relating to continuing education).

§ 18.509. Practice standards for athletic trainers.
(a) Athletic trainers certified by the Board or by the proper licensing author-

ity of another state, province, territory or the District of Columbia shall comply
with the following:

(1) Ensure that the physically active person has secured a written referral
or prescription from a licensed physician, dentist or podiatrist or is subject to
a written protocol for treatment by a certified athletic trainer from a licensed
physician.

(2) Comply strictly with conditions or restrictions that may be placed on
the course of athletic training services by the referring physician, dentist or
podiatrist.

(3) Ensure that the physically active person has undergone a medical diag-
nostic examination or has had the results of a recently performed medical diag-
nostic examination reviewed by the referring physician, dentist or podiatrist.

(4) Keep a copy of the referral or prescription and the results of the medi-
cal diagnostic examination in the physically active person’s file.

(5) Consult promptly with the referring physician, dentist or podiatrist
regarding a new ailment or condition or a worsened ailment or condition of the
physically active person.

(6) Consult with the referring physician, dentist or podiatrist upon request
of either the referring physician, dentist or podiatrist or the physically active
person.

(7) Refer a physically active person with conditions outside the scope of
athletic training services to a licensed physician, dentist or podiatrist.
(b) Athletic trainers certified by the Board, or by the proper licensing author-

ity of another state, province, territory or the District of Columbia who are work-
ing in a team setting, treating injuries which arise in the course of practices or
team sports events, may treat the participant at the events under the conditions of
the referral, or the standing written prescription or written protocol.

(c) An athletic trainer shall obtain the standing written prescription or proto-
col annually from the supervising physician and review it at least annually. The
standing written prescription or written protocol shall be retained at or near the
treatment location or facility. An individual referral or prescription from a refer-
ring physician, dentist or podiatrist is required in the absence of a standing writ-
ten prescription or written protocol.

§ 18.510. Refusal, suspension or revocation of certificate.
(a) The Board may refuse to issue a certificate, and after notice and hearing,

may suspend or revoke the certificate of a person who is subject to disciplinary
action under section 41 of the act (63 P. S. § 422.41) as set forth in § 16.61
(relating to unprofessional and immoral conduct).

(b) Actions taken by the Board regarding the refusal, suspension or revoca-
tion of a certificate are taken subject to the right of notice, hearing and adjudica-
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tion and appeal under 2 Pa.C.S. §§ 501—508 and 701—704 (relating to the
Administrative Agency Law).

§ 18.511. Continuing education.
(a) Beginning with the biennial period commencing on the next biennial

renewal period following July 14, 2007, athletic trainers shall complete the con-
tinuing education requirements prescribed by the BOC.

(b) Applicants for renewal of a certificate shall provide a signed statement
verifying that the continuing education requirement has been met.

(c) Proof of completion of the required continuing education shall be retained
for at least 2 years after completion.

Cross References
This section cited in 49 Pa. Code § 18.508 (relating to renewal of certification).
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